I} HAVE thg Mortification to inform your BExcel-

_Artillery, nothing, bug the Hopes of Relief would |

Extra® of & Letter from the Sele® Committee at
Bowmbay, dafed July 28, 1781, '

X7 E haye-given’ Orders-for difpoffefiing the
Duréh Bf their Faftories at Broach  and

Surat. " We-Wive had  Advice of the latter being
effected; and -have Reafor’to believe a confiderable
Property Will be found ' belonging to the Dutch
Eaft-Indiz' Company, which' fhall be fecured for
the Benefit ‘gfnthe Englith Eaft-India Company;

" 7 Whitehall, December 18, 1781 ,
F XTRACT of a Letter from Sir Heury

a1y Clinton to the Right Honagurable Lord George
Germain, One of His Mujefty’s Principal Secretaries
of State; received, on the 16th Inftant, by Lord
Dalrymple, who arrived in the Swallow Packer,
which left New York the 17th of November,
: New York, Nowember 13, 1781.

MY LORD, I

N my lagt Dilpatch I had the-Honor to acquaint

your Lordfhip with my Fears refpecting the Fate
of the Army in-Virginia., ...

It now gives me the deepeft Concern to inform
you, that they were but-too well founded, as your
Lordhip will peiceive by Lord Cornwallis’s Letter
to me of the zoth ult. a Copy of which, and the
Papers accompanying it, being inclofed for your
Information.

Had it, been poffible for the Fleet to have failed
from herce -at the Time it was fir(t imagined they
would have been able to do, I have not the leaft
Doupe that Lord Cornwallis would have been re-
lieved by the joint Exertigns of the Navy and Army ;
and I therefore cannot fufficiertly lament that they
could not have been made fooner. :

Your. Lordfhip will be informed by Lord Cora-
wallis’s Letter to me, (a Copy:of which accompanies
this Difpatch) of the Force shat-was oppofed to his
Lordthip in Virginia ; befides whigh, -by Rebel Ac-
counts,” which [ have the Honos to inclofe for your
Lordfhip’s Information, General Green feems ftill to
have an Army acting in that Quarter ; and there are,
at this [eftant, above 3000 Continental Troops at
Weft Point and in its Vicinity. 7

My Difpatches will bé delivered to your Lordfhip
by Lord Dalrymple; and, I cannot part with his
Lotdihip, without teftifying to you.the high Opinion
I have of his Merit, #nd my entire Approbation of

his Conduét fince he has been on this Service, adting-1

as one of my Aides de Camp, having always thewn

the greateft Attention to me, and highly diftingnifhed

his Spirit, by atending as a Volunteer upon every

Expedition and Excurfion which have taken Place

fince his being here. .

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General- Ear!
Cornwellis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated York
Town in Virginia, Odlober 20, 1781,

SIR,

lefigy, ‘that | have been forced to give up the
DoRiTBy Vork dnd Gloucefter, and to furrender the
Troop. tnder my Command; by Capitulation, on
the 1gth Initant, ,as;uPrifqners of War to the Com-
bined Forces of Amer‘tga.,}land France.

[ never fuw this Poff n 2 very favorable Light ;
but when I found I'was to be attacked jn it, in fo
unprepared o State, by fo powerful an Army and

have induced nic to aitgmpt it’s Defence ; for I
would eitier have eundeavoured to eftape to New
York, Ly 1apid Marches, from the Gloucefter Side,
immediately on the Arrival of Genéral Wafhington’s
Troops at WilliftifBargh, or I would, notwith#tand-
ing the Difparity of "Numbers, have attacked them
in the open Field, where it might have becn juit
poliible that Formpedvweld have favored the Gil-
lantry of the Handfulof Troops dnder my Com.
mand ; But being-afliied By youriExcellency’s Let-

L6

ters, tuat every paflible'McindWvsnld Te tried by
the Navy and Army: to relieviiiisj+# could nBE think
myfelf at Liberty tor vénture oh fthér of thofe defpe-
rate Atielnpts ' Thetefore, ater retndinibg Two Days
in w ftrong Pofition in Front #fittis Place, in Hopes
of being ,attacked, upori dblerving ‘that'the Eneny™
were taking:Meaftres which coutd fir 81’ of carning”
my kafltthaux jaca hadt Time s andivecd®ing ) dntrhe

ber, infdyming me, that the Relief would {ail about
the sth of Ottober, I withdrew. within the Works
o the Night"of the 2gth of September, hpping,
by the Labour 4nd Fifmnefs of th"c‘.SQidjie}ém ‘.«‘proe-
tract the Defence aptil'you,could arriye, ... ~ . .

Every Thing was to be ,'cﬁ.‘gi?bed;, from the Spirit
of the Lroops, butevery Difadvanea 2 attended: theie
Labour,, as’ the: Works were 16 "bé%i;tinued gndet

| the Eremyts Fire, “and 6nr. Spock of Intrenching

Teoals, which did not much exgeed 400,.when.we
began to wok in thé latter End c‘;r Aag“éﬁ??;%a;
now much diminithed. TR

* The Enemy broke Ground on’ the Ni;ﬁ'r. of the
3oth, _and conftruéted, on that Night abc?.;he;;'{iwo
_tollowing Days and Nights, Two Redoubfﬁ,:\@hiéh;
with fome Works that had belonged to our outwayd’
Pofition, occupied a Gorge between Two Creeks '
or Ravines, which come from the River on ?é'é’cﬁ,
Side of the Town. On the Night of the 6th. of
October they made their firft Parallel, extending
from it’s Right on the River to a deep Ravine on
the Left, nearly oppofite to the Center of this
Place, and embracing our whole Left, at the Dif.
tance of 600 Yards. Having perfected this Pagal-
lel, their Batteries opened on the Evening of .the
gth againit our Lefi ; and other Batteries fired 32 the,,
jame Tim€ againlt a Redoubt advanced over the
Creek upon our Right, and defended by about 12a
Men of the 23d Regiment and Marines, who main-
tained that Poit with uncommon Gallaotry. The.
Fire continued inceffant from heavy Canfnon,[', and
from Mortars and Howitzers th.owing Sheils 'fx:qi{;lf
Eight to Sixteen Inches, until all our Guns cq the.
Leit were filenced, our Works moch damaged, and
our Lofs of Men confiderable. On the Night of
the 11th they began their fecond Paralle], . about-
300 Yards nearer to us.- The Troops being magh
weakened by Sicknefs, as well as by the Fire. of the
Befiegers, and obferving that the Enemy had” nqt
only tecured their Flanks, but proceeded in. every
Refpect with the utmott Regularity and Caution, I
could not venture fo large Sorties as to hope from
them any confiderable Effett ; but otherwiie: I ¢id’
every ‘Thing in my Power to interrapt this Work, .
by opening new Embrazares for Guns,, and, keep-
ing vp a conftant Fire with all che Howitzers and
{mall Mortars that we could man., ~On the Evening-
of the 14th they affaulted and carried Two, Re-.
doubts that had been advanced about 3oo Vards,
for the Purpofe of delaying ‘their Approaches, and ",
covering our Left Flagk, and during the Night in-.
cluded them in their fecotid Parallel, on which they
continued t6 work with the utmoft Exertios.’ Being .

many Hotrs after the Opening of the Batteries of
that Parallel,” we not only continmed a conftant
Firé ‘withall our Morrars, and every Gupy. that
could be brought to bear upon it; but, a"little be-
fore Day.break on the Morning of the 16th, I or-

tack Two Batteries which appeared te be in the
greatelt Forwardnefs, and to fpike the Gups, A

Grenadiers, under the, Command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Lake,” attacked the one ; and one ot Light
Infantry, under the Command of Major Armftrong,
artacked the other; and both fucceeded, by forcing
the Redoubts that covered them, fpiking 11 Guns,
and killing or wounding aboilt 100 of the French

Trenches, and with, little Lofs on our Side. This.
Adtion;- though extresiely honorable. to the Officers’
and Soldiers who gxécgted‘ig,,‘_pioved ‘of little Pab-
lic Advantage ; .for the, Cannon having been dpiked

and before Dark 'the whgle, Parallel and Batteries

“attacked? i ‘whith® we -codld; thew 4 fingle Gun,
iaid our Spells were gegrl)g_efx‘é ded, - I'nad tneres
next Day,’ :

attespt the latter, $¢Hating, that though ithoyld,
might' at '_Jeﬁiil'delgiyf t}l
) i“l’lfgl‘fél":.:ﬁn't'érpr‘ g

Secoud Bveding, your Iiztter of the sakk: of’ébﬁptf’ml g
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perfetly fenfible that dar Works could net, ftand

Letachment of Guards, with the 8oth Company of -

Troops who had the Goard of that Part of the

fffq;ré oty o ‘clli:p?g"’p‘egweeg’;prg pring to furrender
or“cndegvouring - to_ get off wizh ‘the

Y .. (DAY 4
deréd a Sortie of about 350 Men, under the Rir 7
reétion of Lieutenant-Colonel Abercromby, 10 ar-

. N Y L . . -
in a Hurry, were fcon.réndered fit for 2érvice again,

‘appeared 1q be Beddrly complete. * At this Time we:
ke ‘ftlﬁékgﬁheg& Vs ng Part iQ‘Fx‘g]‘),e, Wwhole Front .

'

| greateit rart h?zgh_f:,"fr‘o_c_‘)psﬁf;‘,aha,I-,d,@;crmipegtq b

i3 .

‘prove wifuccelsful i its immediate, ijgét, Py e
i Lasmyin the Trolsgyeon .,
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