
ExiraB of tt Later frem the SeleB Commiitu at 
Bombay, dated f uly 28, 1781. 

W E haye - |gi venJ Orders - for dispossessing the 
Dutdh- -bf their Factories at Broach arid 

Su rat. °Vi&- "Wave had Advice of the latter being 
effected,'"and have Reason'to believe a considerable 
PrOrjterty ivill be found belonging to the "Dutch 
East-Indik Company, which shall be secured for 
the Benefit of the English East-India Company. 

• ' I t ' . •" • . ' • - • ' c'-.' '••-> 

*--J*; Whitehall, Deceniber 18, I781. 

T ? X T R A C T . of a Letter from Sir Henry 
JjT'.j Clinton to the Right Honourable Lord George 
Germain, One of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries 
of State ; received, on the 16th Instant, by Lord 
Bslrymple, who arrived in the Swallow Packet, 
which lefc New York the 17th of November. 

New York, November-13, 1781. 
M Y L O R D , 

IN my last Dispatch I had the-Honorto acquaint 
your Lordship wich my Fears respecting the Fate 

of the Army in-Virginia., .*... 
It now gives me the deepest Concern to inform 

you, that they were but too well founded, as your 
Lordship vvill perceive by Lord Cornwallis's Letter 
to me of the zoth ult. a Copy of which, and the 
Papers accompanying it, being inclosed for your 
Information. 

Had it been possible for the Fleet to have failed 
from herce at the Time it was first imagined they 
would have been able to do, I have not the least 
D o u ^ that Lord Cornwallis would have been re­
lieved by the joint Exertions of the Navy and Army ; 
and I therefore cannot sufficiently lament that they 
could npt have, been made sooner. 

Your Lordship will be informed by Lord Corn­
wallis's Letter to me, (a Copy of which accompanies 
this Dispatch) of the Force -.that-was opposed, to his 
-Lordship in Virginia ;. besides which, by Rebel Ac­
counts, which f,have,therHonor to inclose for your 
Lordship's Information, General Green seems still to 
have an Army acting in that Quarter ; and there are, 
at this Instant, above 3000 Continental Troops at 
West Point and in its Vicinity. 

My Dispatches will be delivered to your Lordlhip 
by Lord Dalrymple; andt I cannot part•;\vith his 
Lordlhip, without testifying to you.the high Opinion 
I have of bis Merit, and my entire Approbation of 
his Conduct since he has been on this Service, acting-
as one of my Aides de Camp, having always shewn 
the greatest Attention to tn?, and highly distinguished 
his. Spirit, by attending as a Volunteer upon every 
Expedition and Excursion vvhich have taken Place 
£nce his being here. .. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General'•• Earl 
Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated Tork 
Town i'n Virginia, Odlober zo, 1781. 

S I R , 
, HAVE the. Mortification to inform your Exoel-
leBSjjf, fh~at I have'be^n forced to give up the 
T[f>{ Yo rjt and .Gloucester, and to surrender the 

Troops under my Command,- Ipy Capitulation, on 
the 19th Instant, ,as Prisoners of War to the Com­
bined Forces of Amerrca,and France. 

I never saw this Post^m a very favorable L :ght; 
•but when I found Ivvas to be attacked in it, in lo 
unprepared a' State, by fo powerful an Army and 
Artillery, nothing, but the Hopes of Relief would 
have induced rae to attempt it's Defence ; for I 
would eit*,er have endeavoured to escape to New 
York, '^y iapid Marches, f.om the Gloucester Side, 
immediately on the Arrival of General Washington's 
Troops at Willik^fBurgh, or I would, notwithstand­
ing the Disparity o t % umbers, have attacked them 
in the open Field, where it might have been just 
possible that Ecrjamd;wa&-«4d have favored the Gal­
lantry of the' Handful'1 t?f Troops "arider" my Com­

p e l 

ber, infcfrming me, that the Relief tfOuId fail about 
the 5th of October, I withdrew,, within the Works 
ori the Night'of the 29th of Septembet, hoping, 
by* theLabour ahd;Firmness of tjje.S.oidje^sffilo^pro­
tract th^ Defence .ubitif you. could-arrjye^ " . . 

Every Thing Was to be . 'eip^de^com th*̂  Spirit 
of the Troops, Jb ut every Disady,a^Caj*£.atte.nded:their 
Labour,,, as.' the- Works \yere,,t>b be continued lender 
the Enemas Fire,_ ind".our Stock' of Intrenchjrig 
Tools, which did not much exqeecL 409, -wh^we, 
began to wo.'k in the latter End'.ef ^ygq&.W.a* 
now much diminished. \t-.. . [[^ <;• r 

The Enemy broke Ground on-the Night of the 
30th, and constructed, on that Night and'.t!heiT.WQ 
following Days and Nights, Two Redoubts, vvhicji, 
with some Works that had belonged (to cmr outw^jd^ 
Position, occupied a Gorge between Two Creeks 
or Ravines, which come from the River on ,each, 
Side of the Town. On the Night of the 6 m, qf 
October they made their first Parallel, extending 
from it*s Right on the River to a deep Ravine on 
the Left, neariy opposite to the Center of thi?, 
Place, and embracing our whole Left, at the Dis­
tance of 600 Yards. Having perfected, this Paral­
lel, their Batteries opened on the Evening of ••the 
9th against our Left j and other Batteries sired ^ t l ^ , . 
lame Time' against a Redoubt advanced over, ihp 
Creek upon our Right, and defended by about 12a 
Men of the 23d Regiment and Marines, who main­
tained that Post with uncommon Gallantry. f.The. 
Fire continued incessant from heavy Cannon* and,., 
from Mortars and Howitzers th.owing Shells 'ftqfl)/ 
Eight to Sixteen Inches, until all our Guns en- the 
Lelt were silenced, our Works much dama^e.'d^ and 
our Loss of Men considerable. On the Night of­
the 1 ith they began their second Parallel,, about-
300 Yards nearer to us. The Troops being; niO("h 
weakened by Sickness, as well as by the Fire, of the 
Besiegers, and observing that the Enemy,had"- ncfC 
only lecured their Flanks, but proceeded, in,, every 
,Re(pect vvith the utmost Regularity and Caution, JL 
could not venture so large Sorties as to hope frorii 
them any considerable Essect; but otherwise I did 
every Thing in my Power to interrupt this Work,, 
by opening new'Embrazures for Guns,^ and keep­
ing up a constant Fire vvith all the Howlers , and 
small Mortars that we could man. On the Eveniog-
of the 14th they assaulted and" carried Two. Re-, 
doubts that had been advanced about 300 Yards, 
for the Purpose of delaying tljeir Approaches, ano!'. 
covering our Left Flank, arid' during the Night in-. 
cluded them, in* their'second Parallel, on which they 
continued t.O work with the utmost Exertion.. Being . 
perfectly sensible that our Works could not, stand * 
many Hours after the Opening of the. Batteries of 
ijhat Parallel, we not only continued a constant 
b'ire' 'withAall oiir Mortars, and every Guh|.thap 
could be brought to bear upon it j but, a "tittle be­
fore Day-br^ak on the Morning of ihe 16th, I,.or- s 
dered a Sortie of about 350 Men, under the pi? • 
rection of Lieutenant-Colonel Abercromby, to at­
tack Two Batteries which appeared f be in the 
greatest Forwardness, and to spike the Gups. .A 
Detachment of Guards, with the 8pth Company of 
Grenadiers, under the, Command of Lieutenant-. 
Colonel Lake,' attacked the one ; and one of Light 
Infantry, under the Command of Major Armstrong* 
attacked the other; and both succeeded, by forcing 
.the Redoubts that covered them, fpik.ing 11 Guns, 
and killing or wounding about 100.of the French. 
Troops wht> had the Guard of that Part of the 
Trenches,' and with,, little Loss on our S|de. "This 
Action';- though Æxtrejhcly'jhonojrable to the Officers 
and Soldiers who executed jit,,; proved of little Pub­
lic Advantage ; Tor the Cannon having been spiked 
in a Hurry, were scon.rendered fit.for service again, 
and before''"D-ark she v^hokk Parallel and Batteries 
appeared"to'br^eSrjy zompitlb. At this Time;.we. 

.kfaj»i»'-'»feli*-»rK«»i'i \ii'Ze nn ' P^Wnf r\.c i i , l- ,«lo f r o n t 

Gun* 
I' had there-

Javy ana Army: 
myself ac Liberty raveritut'e-'oh'^fer-of thole despe­
rate Auelnpts /Therefore, k&er ie"rttslfrjitig.Tw&Days 
in-a strong Position in Frofct^'lfris'-Pl'lce, in Hopes 
of being,attacked, upon dDseWing 'thacrthe Efterity* 
were tt-.kmgiMeascî es which could nbc fall' of turning' 
my 4i3<t?FhnikcLa3a stiort Timer- an$ rleefr"ii1_'̂ •̂3n*-rhe 
Secô l•d E-Ycanm .wui* Juries £f the §aMi- oftenem-

j - ' : i - • .' <l/;rf» ••-•>S':\ OlM's -,->.* *-,!*: ̂ S ' * : i 

, - j , ^ . » v . . v » . vw r „ in.tiff] .«,viij^/»».t.v.. i l l ( l i i o f. 1111 

yhbew ';"tij^vtheie "W'as ho Par tof thp. whole f 
: ^attackd^^ fri 1\vJri0i?""\ve coul|f.>feew. a single C 
'-kiujd our Shells .were nearlyve''xjBende '̂r.' r had 41 

•ffqjre dhly to ch^^^et>yeen ;.pi*e^Hng to surrender 
.next Bay, ^6r*§nde|yburin^-tovget\oss\vich ' the ^ 
jgreatest t'aft b?J the froops j and , i determineci tg*- .'• 

atterript; the' latterV^fe^ing, that thoughi t ' - shp^^ 
prove *uriioeceisfui''Vn it's1:i_^mpd^at.e'. <f)b^ct,s ^t"^. i t s . 

1% 1 might' at 'least delay.' the 'Enemy- i'n ."the" Esc 
w, lurtherEnterpr-^es,. -Isixteen lar£.e ,Bo 
'.prep.ared:, and^poi).^Uie^r^teW£vwj^rq,>f' |^e;drjtQ„ 

'" ' be 
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